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l.

U.5.5. BACHE (DDA70)

c/o IMeet FPost Office,
San Francisco, Calif.
15 January 1944.

The Commanding Officer.
The Commander in Chief, U.S. Fleet.

War Diary - Submission of.

(A) War Diary for December 1943.

The War Diary of this vessel for the month of December

1943, is herewith submitted.




Udie8. DACHE (DDAT0)

Operational Data
ONF TDENTTIAL

Wednesday, 1 December 1943.

0800 1200 2000
39-57 N 39-20 N 36-23 I
166-54 W 166-31 W 165-16 W

Steaming in company with U.S.S. BUSH (COMDESDIV 48, OTC), U.S.S. AUMEN,
escorting FC1078, PC1080, PC1079, PCLB7, SC999, SC538, SC539, and SC670 to
Pearl Harbor, T.H., from Adak, Alaska. PC's and SC's arranged in two columns
of four, BUSH ahead, ALMEN on starboard flank and thls vessel on port flank.
Lovement being made in accordance COMNORPAC despatch 270029 of November. For—
mation behind schedule about one day because of heavy weather. Left Adak
November 27, 1943.

Thursday, 2 December 1943.

0800 1200 2000
36-12 I 35-23 N 33-52 N
164-33 W 164-09 W 164-03 W

Steaming as before. At 1600, formed scouting line and commenced run at
higher speeds to Pearl, parting company with PC and SC boats. During morning
tested machine guns., Ammnition expended: /4Omm—25 rounds; 20mm--35 rounds.
Set clocks ahead one-half hour to plus 9% time.

Fridey, 3 December 1943,

0800 1200 2000
29-43 N 28-23 N 26-12 I
162-13 W 161-40 W 160-39 W

Steaming as before.
Saturday, 4 December 1943.

Steaming as before. At 0800 arrived off Oahu, T. H, Conducted structural
test and shock test of installed equipment by dropping a ll-charge pattern
consisting of 6 300-lb. and 5 600-1b. depth charges at speed of 14 knots with
50 foot depth setting. With exception of a broken pipe on expansion tank of
steering gear, no damage was caused ship., BEntered Pearl Harbor and began
short period of Navy Yard availability., :



Uosale BAGHE (DDA70)

Operatlonal Data

Sunday, S December 1943, ~— Monday, 6 December 1943.
Moored Navy Yard, Pearl Harbor, T. H.
Tuesdsy, 7 December 1943.
intered dry-dock.
Wednesday, & December 1943,
Dry-docked, Navy Yard, Pearl Harbor, T. H.
Thursday, 9 December and Friday, 10 December 1943.
Undocked. Laking preparations for sea.
Saturday, 11 December 1943.
2000
18-28.5 I
159-56 W
Underway enroute Pearl Harbor to Funafuti, in accordance with CINCPAC
despatch 080347 and verbal orders of COMDESPAC, in company and on scouting line
with U.S.5. BROWNSON (OTC). Test fired machine guns expending 135 rounds
20mm, and 56 rounds of 4Omm. Conducted radar calibration drill. Set clocks
back to plus 10 time. : S

Sunday 12 Decenber 191;3.

0800 1200 Frooge o ea el o
15-00 N 13-48 L-17 N pu e
162-27 W 1632 W 16521 W i

Steaming as before. Conducted tracking drills.

Set clocks t
11 time. e

i
%

Vondsy, 13 December 1943,




U.8.8. BAGUE (DDLT0)

Operatlonal Data
CONF IDENTTAL

Nweaday, 14 December 1943.

0800 1200 2000
00-17 N 01-04 & 03-37 8
173-36 W 174=35 W 175-L6 W

Steaming as before. At 0853 in longitude 173-48 W, ship croseed the line.
Neptunus Hex was welcomed aboard and all pollywogs properly initiated into
the ancient mysteries of the deep.

Wednesday, 15 December; Thursday, 16 December 1943. (Same day)

0800 1200
06-59 8 08-05 S
179-16 W 179-55 E

Steaming as before. At 0841 crossed the 180th meridian. Changed date
to 16 December and commenced keeping -13 time. Entered Funafuti, Ellice Islands,
in late afternoon and fueled,

Friday, 17 December 1943.

0800 1200 2000
Funafuti 08-30 S 09-45 S
179-00 E 176-23 B

At 1000 underway for Espiritu Santo Island, llew Hebrides group, in com-
pany with U.S.5. BROWNSOl (OTC). Conducting tracking exercises and a simulated
radar torpedo firing run. Set clocks back one hour to -12 time zone.,

Saturday, 18 December 1943.

0800 1200 2000
11-17 s 11-52 8§ 13-35 s
173-03 E 171-40 E 170-01 &

Steaming as before. &Set clocks back one hour to —11 time Zone.
Sunday, 19 December 19.43.

Steaming as before. At 0800 arrived Espiritu Santo. Fueled and departed
for Milne Bay, New Guinea, in company with U.5.5. BROWNSON and U.S.S. MULLANY
in late afternoon. s

2



U.8.8, BACIE (DDLT0)
Cperational Data

EHonday, 20 December 1943,
0800 1200 2000
=25 5 13-57 8 13-02 8
161-04 B 159-25 & 156-01 &

Steaming as before.
Tuesday, 21 December 1943. |
0800

11-22 §
151-12 B

Steaming as before. At 1100 entered China Straits and proceeded into
Iidne Bzy. Ship assigned to Task Force 76. Fueled and mchered in Gili Gili
Anchorage, Iflne Bay.

Vlednesday, 22 December 1943.

Anchored as before.
Thursday, 23 December 1943.

‘ Anchored as before. Ship's assignment changed to hsk Feree 7!;,, &e&r
Admiral CRUTCHLEY, RAN, in HMAS AUSTRALIA, 0.T.C.

.&__%Lﬂf_mﬁh




U.5.8. BACHE (DD470)

Operational Data
CONFIDENTIAL

Friday, 2 December 1943.

Anchored as before. At 1544 underway in accordance with CTIF 76 OpPlan
35-43, detailing the operations for the invasion of Cape Gloucester, liew
Britain, and CTIF 74 OpFlan 8-43, detailing the operations of Task Force 74
during the operation. Iission of Task Force 7.4 is to cover the Amphibious
Force (Task Force 76) in the approach to Cape Gloucester, conduct preliminary
shore bombardment of landing areas, and act as surface cover in the night
subsequent to the invasion. Formed one long column, passed through Raven
Channel, and proceeded up the coast during the night.

Saturday, 25 December 1943 (Christmas Day).

0800 1200 2000
08-57 5 08-04 S 06-00 S
14,9-01 & 148-10 & 1742 E

Steaming as before. Formed anti-submarine screen after clearing shoal
water at Cape Ward Hunt. During the afternoon passed several task units of
Task Force 76. Stood up through Vitiaz Strait. At 2000 set condition One
Easy. llear midnight passed between Tolokiwa Island and Umboi Island.

Sunday, 26 December 19L3.

0800 1200 2000
05-15 8 06-09 05-13 §
148-30 E 147-55 E }h7—3h E

Steaming as before., At 0100 changed course to Last and commenced approach
to Cape Gloucester area. 0430 Sounded General Guarters in preparation for the
attack. At OL45 Task Group 74l left the formation and proceeded to their
firing area. At O450 entered our firing area. Ships of Hastern Assault Force
passed close aboard on their way to the transport area in Borgen Bay. At 0625
cruisers opened fire on assigned targets on western side of Borgen Bay. At
0713 noticed bombers attacking eastern invasion area. At 0718 opened fire on
assigned target at range of 14000 yards. At 072} ceased firing, having
expended 147 rounds of 5"/38 cal. A.A. common. Bursts appeared to be in the

target area. At 0725 noticed our medium bombers attacking beach area. At 0740
- commenced forming up for the retirement. At no dur: he bombardm




U.8.8. BACHE (DDL70)

Uperational Data

Monday, 27 December 1943.

0800 1200 2000
e-55 5 05-23 5 Sne
L7-41 B 147-37 & CGloucester

Steaming as before. At 0300 left the covering ares and commenced retire—
ment viz the route north of Tolokiwa Island and Vitiaz Strait. Due to the
fact that several destroyers of escort group were damaged in a 140-plane air
attack on the afterncon of December 26, off Cape Gloucester, this task unit
was assigned to escort Task Unit 76.2.L consisting of IST's and ICI's escorted
by U.3.S. DRAYTON, to the Cape. Joined up at 0725, and formed anti-submarine
sereen on the unit, proceeding northwards. Took usual route between Tolokiwa
znd Umboi Islands and delivered the unit at Borgen Bay about 1630, Commenced
petrol northeastward of Sekar Island awaiting sortie of Task Unit 76.2.4 in
the morning. At 2110, picked up Task Dnit 74.1.2 on radar proceeding to cov-

ering arez.
Tuesdzy 28 December 1943.

0800 ' 1200 2000
05-20 5 05-27 8 06-40 S
148-30 5 1L47-55 B 148-05 E

Steaming a2s before. At 0333, made radar contact on Task Unit 74.1.2 return—
ing from covering arez. OL15 Noticed flashes of gunfire on Cape Gloucester. :
0557 LULLANY reported making three depth charge attacks on sound contact. O715
Ships of Task Unit 76.2.L stood out of Borgen Bay and our unit formed anti—
submarine screen on them. Hetirement to Buna through Vitiaz Strait started.
192/, WWLLANY reported being fired on from the New Guinea coast. Observed AA
fire and sezrchlights from vicinity of Finschafen. Went to General Quarters
to ward off possible air attack. 2008 LULIANY reported radar contact on air-
eraft apparently orbiting just to westward of formation. This contact was
later proven to be friendly PT boats on barge sweep up New Guinea coast. 2107
Secured from General Quarters and set condition I Easy. it

~ Wednesday, 29 December 1943.



Uu8.8. BACHE (DD470)

Operational Data
CONFIDENT TAL

Thursday, 30 December 1943.

loored as before. At 1840, underway to anchorage to await night sortie.
2215 Underway in accordance with CTF 76 despatch 270857 of December with other
vessels of Task Unit 74.2.2 to escort 10th Echelon, conaisting of 5 ILST's to
Cape (loucester. LST's proceeding in column led by BUSH through shoal area,
other destroyers in anti-submarine screen closing as necessary to miss shoals.

Friday, 31 December 1943.

0800 1200 2000
07-27 S 00-47 8 05-54 &
147-43 B 146-02 E 147-39 E

Steaming as before. 1300 Test fired machine guns expending 121 rounds
20mm and 71 rounds 4Omm. 1548 While in Vitiaz Strait made good sound contact.
Attacked with an eleven charge pattern (5 600-1b. charges and 6 300-1b.
charges). legative results. Contact could not be Tegained even though the
arez was well searched. Rejoined formation and resumed station in screen.
llear midnight entered strait between Tolokiwa and Umboi Islands.

APPROVED 2 EXAMTNED & _
P! 'l ADALSON, J. A. SHARPE,
Commander, USN, Commanding Officer. Lieutenant, USN, Navigator.

ce: CINCPAC
COLDESPAC




