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T Enclosure (A) has been prepared by Advaneed
Center, North Pasifiec Force, in order to sorrelate all informatiom of own and
Sneny activities during the period between liay 2/, when occupation of Attu

reached the mo je, and
- t&m@m, August 15, when our wnopposed occupation

used in the later wrmnywmmo:m;tutmm
effecting rendezvous barges, were used, 4 :
5, From the guantities of food, ammmition, clothing and medieal
:pmun;mg,:wmm.e i, e fimd sepee
P it 0 o P v bl e
6. Submarines destroyed during June may well have been orowded
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n of Kiska by Japanese - 19.3,

possibilities, end the %oll of Japenese lives
, and ship bombardment, must remain in the field of conjecture,
cperations during the spring and summer had a decisive
1 evidence, including captured diaries,

1  July w prevented additional Japenese from reaching
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CUTLINE OF ENEMY OPERATIONS:

23) Adr Activity
b) Ground Activity
(e) Surface Shipping
(1) Combatant
(2) supply
Ed) Submarine Activity
@) Radio and Radar Activity

(s) AZE ACTIVITY

Svidence of eneny air activity comes from various sourcas: actual
observation of enemy aircraft, radar contacts, visual or photographic ob=-
servation of enemy air facilities, etc. puring the period, May 24 - August
15, which is under consideration, the only positive contacts on snemy air-
ermmanplm-thatmprobabhbuedonthomn&s. The last
ovidence of Aleutian based Japanese alrcraft occurred in sarly May. Omn
wm-mplmtwuobsmﬁm ATTU, on May 5th a similar plane was
strafed and burned on the beach at CHICHAGOF HARBOR, and also on May Sth

was photographed in one of the beach revatments on KISKA, &ince
six or ssven doubtful contacts reported on planes
Aleutian based, but which more probably came from
the KURILES (See Annex B, Table p)., It should be noted that during the
last three weeks of July and the first week of August there was an increase
 patrol plenes, presumably based on the KURIL:S.

(See Annex B, Table p; Aunex C, Graph G).
Lvidence concerning enemy alr activity aay also be found in photo-

grachs of ecertain ground installations, The Japanese had been working oo
runways both at KISKA and ATTU for sonme months. Our occupation of ATTU
necessarily ended work on the HOLTZ BAY strip. Work on the KISKA strip
was apprently secelerated after our attack on ATTU and was virtually eoa-
on May 26th,. The strip was kept up without any cbvious changes

until July 2nd, but was not used during this period as far as is known.

ar July 2nd, bosb eraters remalned unfillad. (See Annex A, desoran-
dwn No. 1; Annex A, Table ®). Also the seaplane revetments on the beach
were allowed u-uh;m disrepair between lay 26th and June llth,
: at aviation personnsl were being evacusted as early

' i th
s the uiddle of June.
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Various estimates of enemy personnel have been made, Documents
captured at ATTU and priscner of war interrogations in general con-
firmed these eatimates and from neither of these sources was there any
evidence of an intention to evacuate. There ls some evidence from cap~-
tured enemy documents of a shortage of supply at KISKA in April (ratlon-
ing of food, some indigation of lagk of fuses and repair materials.)

But this evidence is not conclusive and ground axanination of surplus.
supplies st ATTU indicated few shortages of essentlals which could not
be replenished by swbmarine. (See Annex A, Hemorandum No. 2).

The volume of Ai fire is an indieabion of availability of certain

supplies and personnel. Although this fluctuated scmewhat, it held up

: well until July 27th. After this date a diminishing voluse of
was reported until August sth when it stopped altogather, with
’ six te eight bursts reported on the twelfth. Reports
cmatic weapon fire continued up through August Lith,
small as to be negligible., (Ses Amex A, Memoran-
ex B, Table k; Annex C, Graph Bs) Very light return
some naval vessels on August 3rd. However, this
generally reported and cannot be highly evaluated.

of the evidence concerning enemy ground acbiviiy

photogr « Fhotographs show that the Japanese

x8 improving the defenses of the island up until

last photo coverage, prior to August and.

‘ to July 26th, the Sub Base - Gertrude Cove
cempleted an tional read construction was noted in the

was
Camp and North Head aress, (See Annex A, Memorandus No. 1 and
B, Table h). In contrast to the continued building up to July

, the photographs of August 2nd and August 4th showed large scale
tion, (See Annex B, Table a, ¢ and f,)
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“w sonstructed during the period July 2nd to July
n the Ri and Iief Areas, and & naw three

es wers ccunpleted in
r 22nd, (See Annex A, Mem-
July 26th, photograghle
Ante ,thtthmmmmm-mum,
, ‘ positions which were posaibly new ainee July 25th.
However, on the basis of visual observation, flying persoansl reported
mMMMmmuunmmm'wMo:m-
st . mmmmmm which were seen f{or the first




() EN@MY BURFACE SHIPIING (See Annex B, Tebls o.)

As far as can be told, the last enemy sttempt to maintaln contast with
his outposts in the Aleutians by force was cheoked on March 26th in the
Battle of the KOMANDORSKIS. After that date, in spite of the presence of
& very oonsiderable concentration of strengbth at PARAMULIIRO (revealed in
the phetographs of July 18th), no contacts on what were known to be com=
batant vessels were made esust of the 160° tast meridian.

In addition to & few contacts reported off the KULILES, there were
three reports and visual contacts of surface ships near or enroute to
FISKA. On July 10th our search planes picked up four ssall merchant shipe
&b 51-20 N, 165-55 E« These were later bombed, twe of them being sunk,

On July 27th, a 200 foot AKX was reported in KISKA Harbor by search planes,
and on August 15th, the masts of three ships were reported by & submarine
8k AT7-15 ¥, 16bk-15 E.

MmWMlm%ntmmemnw-SOﬁ
m—m: ly in the morning of the 26th at 50-48 N, 176+l B; and on the

il N, 166-45 B, The first contact was undoubtedly friendly, but

,‘howhwobmmuurrmwmaopmungmwungtom

n plan. The targets of July 26th were subjected to heavy shelling.

Fhotographs taken July 26th, when coverage of both Gertrude Cove and
‘ﬁhmmma.mmlnmumnmmw The next
m.ﬂummammumm:m,mmmma

revealed one barge and one small boat on beach in front of Main Camp.
On 4th, complete coverage of both Gertrude Cove and Kiska Marbor
~obtained and Mmtmmwnmmwnuvald

' (mmn,mhnmn,mml) Tt should b
on, that 16 barges were reported in Kiska Marbor from visual
ne# by aumy planes ca July 27th, and that on the 29th of July,

* P sinking an epparently empty barge sbout four miles
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A period, there was a concentration of sound and visual |
“and arcund the western Aleutiang between June 9th |
her, there was a similar, but even more marked con~ |
8 between June 6th and June 24th. (See Annex B, Tables |
;“” @ * at i
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- . Radlo commnigations from KISKA seased on July 20th.

o ”%Mmmmumnwumbmm-ummm
our destroyers on patrol so as to take advantage of thelr mevements and posi-
s. FRadar reccnnaissance mmtlmmmuuamzmm

. 26th heard signals evaluated as emansting from the KISKA installations, but

/D) thereafter no radar signal definit identifiable as Japanese was piaked

~ up, Reconnaissance missions were f on August Ath, 1lth, 12th, L3th and X

5

| signals which could not be definitely identified were pleked up oo
August 12th, 13th and luth. (mmmms.)
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AL T ENT TONS

[8KA, AY 24 to AUGUST 18, 19!
Por the following reasons, it would asppear that, as far back as

December 1942, the Japenese Aleutian bases at KISEA and ATTU reverted from

active offensive bases to the status of being defensive barriers and outposts:

1. The so-called SRIICHI Expedition of late November twrned back
without accomplishing ite miasion of occupying the SEMICHIS and aubse-

quently AMCHITKA and bullding air fields on these islands,

2+ The submarine base established at KISKA, when destroyed by
bombing, was never cbserved to have been re-established.

3¢ The Japanese were unsble to muster sufficient naval or air
forees to oppose the cccupation and bullding of the air field by
United States forces at AMCHITKA in Jamuary 1943.

4, KISEA alr strength, although built up at one time to about
tweaty planes in March, was allowed to deteriorate so that to all
intents there was no appreciable air activity after the middle af
April and the last Aleutisn based Japanese plane was noted on May 5Sth,

ﬁ.!‘homamumandAmevuwdw
and inconclusive, The former was firsi observed on December 3lst in
mamhucrmmm
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3« To evacuate the island,

It is prebable that the first alternative was not seriously considered,
owing to insufficient naval and air forees available after reverses in the South

and Centrel Pacific to risk encountering strong American meval forces and land
based aircraft, Time to build up the defenses of the Nerthern Kuriles, which
eaeny documents captured at ATTU indicate were not strongly defended in 1942,
probably besame the primary consideration. There is no evidence of an immediate
deeision as to whether it was advisable to make the loss of KISKA as costly as

possible or to evacuate, It 1s probable, however, that in view of the hopeless-
would be evacuated soon after the

ness of the situstion, specialized personnel
there is much evidence which peints towards a policy

loss of ATTU. Noreover
dammmmm-inmmnmmnumnmmduaw
as possible to American forces. These may be listed as follows:

1. Continuation of heavy AA fire,

. 2, Continued construction during June and July of defenses,
roads, and other instellations, many of them directly related to
defense of the approaches to the s.lland.

LM#WMWMPm,thd
mmnm,mwuammmm

"f.:_»\hm
" ks Shipping conoentrations at PARANUSKIRO,
" 5. The surge of Shserved sulmarine activity in June,

Ll
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6, The interception of four mall ships on 10th, It is
wmmmummmm th supplies.

h&ﬂﬁ,%m%ﬁ”ﬁnwh

mmwn&muum s if used, was geod and
the only evidence of such an intention may be "sumarised as follows:

1, Pailure by the Japanese to attack any of owr bases in forve.
-.mmnmummmummm
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4o The possibility of the use of the amall ships intercepted
July 10th and other Japanese shipping and submarines reported in
occasional contacts for evacuation rather than supply.

It 41s probable that with the concentration of American forces and
the increasing severity of attacks on KISKA as well as the increase in the

difficulty and in the risks of supplying KISKA, even with bare necessities
of food and ammunition, the Japanese command coneluded that, within a limited

period of time, a strong defense capable of inflicting heavy casualiles on an
invasion force would be impossible. Therefore they were forced to attempt
the third alternative of evacuation while the means of resistance to an in-
vagion were still available,

The exact date of the evacuation of KISKA is not known nor is the
method of evacuation,

On July 27th attacking missions reported the usual activity and
opposition, and photographic wetation of photographs of July 26th showed
no appreciable change. On July 27th air attacks were made on KISKA but recon-
naissance was negligible on account of eloud cover and no photographs were
taken. During the peried July 28th through August lst the weather prevented
attack missions or reconnaissance of the island.

~ On August 2nd and thereafter there were indications of s radical
change in the Japanese situstion at KISKA, Air attack ajsslons and ships carry-
out naval bembardment reported only very and light retwn fire
: ), installations showed destructioen
Radar) as well as from the heavy

|
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attacks, in order to defend the beaches with mobile forces, take ad~

mmmmmm.mum.wmmm
last would be most costly to invading troops, as at ATTU,

August 2nd, while weather conditions prevented air recennalssance
of the island.
. Any or all of the following three methods of evacuation could have
@
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200" AKX 49°08" N, 15°%2' 8.  Patrol plane 25 July

3 objects 50048 N, 176°)4' E, Radar comtact only 26 July
heavily shelled by
CTG 16,7 and CTG
16,12,
200" ship, central KISKA Harbor Fatrol plane 27 July
structure with
mast (from description
thought to be possibly
No., 51 Sub-chaser).
7 objects 539261 1, 166°45' B, Radar contact 29 July
patrel plane
_mmmdimmsn-nmnmmmm
~ May 2 to 15, 1943, is prepared without reference to material found

found on KISKA Ieland as a result of the occupation,
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