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U,8.0. BACHE (DDL70)

¢/o Fleet Post Office,
dan franalsco, Calif.,
L April 1945,

The Commanding Officer.
The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.

Far Diary - March 1945,

Asaigned to the FIFTH Fleet, attached to Task Force 51,
operating with Task Group 51.2 (casw.. Fa. KOOSBRUCGER, UsH

(COUDESRON 63) in BISCAYME (AVF1l) Operating in accordance
with Comphibspac Op~Plan 425-4). Zone time = 10 (E) in use.

Fatrolling in transport screen west of Iwo Jima. O250K Prepared
to repel enemy air attack. O0325K Observed EENNETT (DD473) destroy
an enemy plane, bearing 350° T, distant 32 miles. O431K Enemy
air attack dispersed. 0728K Relisved of patrolling duties by
EENRY A. WILEY (DM29) and fueled from PAMANSET (A085). 1145K
Detached from TG 51.2 and attached to TF 52 (V. Adm. R.K. TURNER -
Comphibspac) for fire support mission in east-northeast sector

of Iwo Jima. Refer to U.S.S. BACHE (DD470) action report -

Iwo Jima Operation, DD470/A12 Serial 0118 of 13 March 1945.

190CK Assigned to TU 51.18.2 for night illumination firing.

080CK Iat. 24-47 N; Long. 141-12 E

120CK Lat. 24-46 N; Long. 141-24 E

2000K Iat. 24~42 N; Long. 141-20 E

Providing fire support for forces on Iwo Jima in accordan ce
with Comphibspac Op-Plan A25-4), Attached to TU 51.18.2. Refer
U.S.S. BACHE (DD470) action report - Iwo Jims Operation, DD470/
Al2 Serial 0118 of 13 March 1945. 1600K Completed fire support
mission. In accordance with CTF 51 secret dispatch 020305 of
March, assigned to ™ 51.1.1 (Capt. W. S. POPHAM, USN, in
PRESIDENT JACKSON (APA-18) for escort duty during night retire-—

ment, as prescribed in Comphibspac Op-Plan A25-4l, east of Iwo
Jima,

0800K Lat. 24~47 K; Long. 141-27 E
1200K lLat. 24-36 N; Long., 141-22 E
2000K Iat. 24-48 N; Long. 141-16 E
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Operating with TU 51.l1.)1 during night retirement east of Iwo
Jima. O645K Detached from TU 51.l1.1 and reported to CIF 52
for fire support mission. 1029K Took up firing position 2
mlles east of northern end of Iwo Jima and delivered harrass-

ing fire on enemy positions in NE sector of the island. See
U.S.S. BACHE (DDAL70) action report — Iwo Jima Operation

DDL70/A12, Serial 0118 of 13 kKarch 1945, 1755K Assigned to
IU 51.18.2 for night illumination firing.

080K Lat. 2447 N; Iong. 141-27 E
1200K Lat. 2446 N: Long. 141-22 E

Providing illummination fire and harrassing fire for forces on

Iwo Jima. 1300K HRelieved of fire support duties by SHAHRHOR
(De25). Attached to TG 51.2. CTG 51.2 (Capt. A. D. CHANDLER,
USH, — Comdesron 58 in VAN VAIKENBURGH (DD656)). Relieved
YMS-193 in screening station, C-28, 52 miles southeast of Iwo
Jima., 1548K Proceeded to screening station C-10, 11 miles
southeast of Iwo Jima, also Radar Picket station #5, and relieved
BUSE (DD529).

O80CK 1at. 2L-47 B
1200K Iat. 24-49 N

Long. -13 B
; Long., 141-23 E
;s Long. 141-20 E

e

O745E Relieved by HENRY A. WILEY (DM29) and fueled from
SAUGATUCK (AC75). 1136K Proceeded to Radar Picket Station #3,
151 miles northeast of Iwo Jima and relieved BRYART (DD665).

OB00K Lat. 24-35 N; Long. 141-18 E
1200K Lat. 24-45 N: Long. 141-25 E
2000K Lat. 24-55 N; Long. 141-31 E

1732K Relieved of Radar Picket duties by EENNION (DD662). In
accordance with CTF 51 secret dispatch 060200 of Harch 1945,
assigned to TU 51.29.10 (Commodore D. #W. LOQMIS, ComTransEon 11,
in FREMONT (APALL)). 1830K Sortied with TU 51.29.10 south of
Iwo Jim= and proceeded toward Guam.
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FREMONT (APALL) WARRICE (AKASY)
KNOX (APALS) LEEDSTOWE (APASS)
HARRY LEE (APAY(C) FPAYETTE (APAl)
COLUMBIA VICTORY : BOLIVAR (APA3L)
PEESTIDENT JACKSON (APAYS) ATRASCK 23E510i
LYER: (AKAY2)

BUSH (DD529) RATHEURNE (APD25)
HUDSCGN (DDL75) GOLDSBOROUGH (APD32)
BACHE (DDLT70) CLEMSON (APD31)

SANDS (APD13)

OS0CKE Lat. 24-55 N; long. 141-29 B
1200E Lat. 2k-54 N; Long. 141-30 E
2000% Lat. 24-25 N: Long. 141-10 E

Cnderway as befors.

O080CK lat. 21-51 N; long. 141-57 E
1200K Lat. 21-04 N; Long. 142-09 E
2000E Lat. 19-23 N; Long. 142-36 E

O73LE Disabled B-29 crashed astern of formation. HUDSON (DDL75)
and FREMONT (APALL) proceeded to crash and rescued personnel
and destroyed plane., 2230K Task Unit 51.29.10 diverted to
Saipan to facilitate unlioading of Iwo Jima casualties,

0800K Lat. 17-20 N; Long. 143-24 E
1200K lLat. 16-59 H; long. 143-30 E
2000K Iat. 15-50 H; Long. 143-50 E

Q430K Made radar contact on Saipan Island, bearing 095° T,
distant 42 miles., O815K Off Saipan Herbor, patrolled to sea-
ward during entry of heavy ships. 1125K Entered Saipan Farbor
and anchored in berth I-36.

O800K Lat. 15-09 N; Long. 14537 E.
1200K At Saipan

2000K At Saipan j
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War Diary -~ March 1945.

0625K Fueled from NIOBARA (X72). Replenished ammunition and

provisions during morming and afterncon. 17160K Underway from
Saipan, proceeding toward Guam, in company with TU 51.29.10.

O800K At Saipan
1200K At Saipan
2000K Lat. 15-05 N; Long. 145-20 E

0325K Sighted lights on Guam bearing 155° T, distant 30 miles.
0630K Off Guam. Main body of convoy lying to off entrance to
Apra Harbor; BACHE patrolling starboard flank. 1822K In
accordance with Port Director Guam dispatch 110220 of March,
detached from TU 51.29,10. Proceeded in company with HUDSON
(DD475) to Ulithi. Upon arrival Ulithi to report to Port
Director for further routing to Leyte, P. I.

0800K Lat. 13-29 N; Long. 144-31 E
1200K Lat. 13-31 N; Long. 144-33 E
2000K Lat. 13-06 N3 Long. 144-22E

O84LOK Calibrated MK XII radar by double echo method followed by
off-set gunnery exercise with HUDSON (DD475) using 140 mil off-
set at 7,000 yards range. Test-fired 4Qmm.battery. Expended
following ammo: 10 rounds 5"/38 Cal. AAC, 15 rounds 5'"/38 Cal.
Com. dye-loaded; 70 rounds 4Omm. 1425K Sighted Ulithi Islands
bearing 195° T, distant 20 miles., 1548K Entered Ulithi anchor-
age via Mugai Channel. Reported for duty to Port Director.
1937K loored alongside RALPH TALBOT (DD390) in berth 321,
scuthern anchorage. CASCADE (AD16) furnished technical experts
to make repairs to Torpedo, Communication and Radar eguipment.

O8CCK Lat. 11-25 N3 Long. 141-18 E
1200K Lat. 10-43 N; Long. 140-18 E
2000K At Ulithi

Asslgned as escort from Ulithi to Leyte, P.I., for PITT
(APA223) per Port Director Guam routing orders AL-3/9 of 12
March 1945, with BRADFORD (DD545) and HUDSON (DD475) and pro-
ceeded toward Leyte, P.I. 1800K Changed time to zone - 95 (KI)
time.,

O800K At Ulithi
1200K Lat. 10-21 N; Long. 139-10 E
2000KI Lat. 10-34 N; Long. 136-39 E

— Jh o~
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Subject War Diary - March 1945.

14 March ~ 1552KT Overteok convoy consieting of LST 241, LS8T 929, 1LaT 716,
escorted by FC 578. 1800KI Changed time to zZone -~ 9 (

C800KI Lat. 10-35 N; Long. 132-50 E
120C0KI Lat. 10-36 N; lLong. 131-38 E
Q0001 Lat. 10-41 N; Long. 129-28 E

15 March ~ 0656 Sighted Saluan Ialand, P.I., bearing 290° T, distant B
miles. O0852] Entered Leyte Gulf vlia eastern entrance,
12151 Detached from escort for PITT (APA223). 14501 Fueled
from GAZELLE (IX-llég and then anchored in berth 827, Leyte,
F.I. (Tarraguna area). Received Comphibsgroup 12 Attack Order
Al202-45 for rehearsal landing to be conducted in Leyte Gulf.

0800I rat. 10-30 N; Iong. 125-46 E
12001 At Leyte
20001 At Leyte

16 March - Rehearsal as scheduled for this date cancelled. Changed anchor-
age, temporarily to San Pedro Bay. 15331 Reported for duty to
Comphibgroup 12 in TETON (AGC uf. Assigned to TG 55.6 §Captain
E. W. YOUNG, USN, Comdesron 24 in DALY (DD519). CTF 55 (Commander
Southern Attack Force, Comphibsgrp 12 and CTU 55.12.1l) R. Admiral
Jeo L. HALL, Jr., USN, in TETON ?AGC 11). Received Comphibspac
Op-Plan #Al-45.

0800I At Leyte
12001 At Leyte
2000 At Leyte

17 March - 05501 As prescribed in Comphibspac Training Order A1202-45,
simulated pre-landing shore bombardment on targets in the
Tarragima-Bucog area, Leyte, exercising CIC, main battery,
main battery plot and communication personnel as part of re-
hearsal landing by amphibious forcese. Attempts to establish
communications with shore fire control party unsuccessful so
that simulated call fire was not rendered. O940I Stood clear
of the landing beach area for LST's and then proceeded to the
eastern entrance of ILeyte Gulf and relieved HYMAN (DD732) and
took up patrol on station #3, about seventeen miles east of
Desolation Pt., Dinagat Island. Operating in TG 55.6.
Patrolling in accordance with Screening Plan - Commander
Philippine Sea Frontier Op-Plan. (
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0800I At Leyte
12001 pat. 10-38 N; Long. 125-21 E
20001 Lat. 10-31 N; Long. 125-25 E

Under way as before. 1000I Expended following ammo during test
firing:

38 rounds 4Omm,

0800I Lat. 10-29 N; Long. 125-57 E
1200I Lat. 10-40 N; Long. 125-55 E
2000I Lat. 10-37 N; Long. 126-00 E

CTG 55.6 (Comdesron 24) shifted from DALY (DD519) to ANTHONY (DD515).

0800I Lat. 10-=3L4 N; Long. 125=-58 E
1200T Lat. 10-32 N; long. 125=57 E
2000 Lat. 10-29 N; Long. 125-55 E

Under way as before.

0800I Lat. 10-31 N; Long. 125-56 E
12001 Lat. 10-29 N; Long. 125-58 E
2000I Lat. 10-30 N; Long. 125-57 E

114LT Relieved on patrol by EDMONDS (DELO6). Proceeded to San

Pedro Bay to complete logistics prior to departure for impending
operation.

0800I ILat. 10-29 N; Long. 125-57 E
12001 Lat. 10-36 N3 Long. 125-49 E
2000 At San Pedro Bay, Leyte

At San Pedro Bay, Leyte, for at anchor availability from tender
MARKAB (AD21) and logistics. :

08151 Under way in company with TU 51.13.16. CTU 51.13.16
(Comdesron 24) in ANTHONY (DD515). Made anti-submarine sweep in
vicinity of rendezvous point of TU 51.13.1l. 1215I Sortied with

TG 51.13 and proceeded out to Leyte Gulf en route Okinawa Jima.
Operating in accordance with Comphibgrp 12 Sortie and Cruising
Order No. A1205-45 as derived from Comphibspac Op-Plan Al-45.
Composition of disposition: é

A =6 -
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29 March -

30 March -
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TRANSDIV 37
TRANSDIV 38
THRANSDIV 39
TRANSDIV 13
TETON AGC-14
GEAR-ARS
DESDIV 4
BENNETT (DD473)

HUDSON (DD475)
SIMS (APD=350)
O'NEILL (DE188)

13001 Conducted AA gunnery exercises.

Expended following
ammnition:

101 rounds 5"/38 Cal. AAC; 537 rounds 4Omm; 632 rounds 20mm.

0800I At Leyte, P. I.
12001 Late 10-50 N; Long. 125-20 E
2000I rat. 10-56 N; Long. 126=34 E

Under way as before. Conducted training exercises in accordance
with Comphibsgrp 12 Order A1203-45,

0800I Lat. 13-13 N; Iong. 127-54 E
12001 Lat. 13-57 N; Long. 128-15 E
2000 Lat. 14-41 N3 Longe. 128-19 E

Under way as before. Conducted training exercises in accordance
with Comphibsgrp 12 Order Al1203-45.

0800I Lat. 16-15 N3 Long. 130-03 E
1200 Lat. 16~57 N3 Long. 130-20 E
2000 Lat. 18-06 N; Long. 131-24 E

Conducted training exercises in accordance with Comphibsgrp 12
Order A1203-45, 15371 BEALE (DD471) sighted o mine off her port

bow and left screen to attempt to destroy the mine by gun fire.
BEALE (DDA471) rejoined screen at 20501,

0800I 1at. 20-22 N; Long. 131=A7 E
12001 Lat. 20-50 N; Long. 131-25 E
2000 Lat. 22~01 N; Long. 130-31 E

7
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U.5.8. BACHE (DD470)
1 April 1945.

ion
31 March - 02391 BENNETT (DD473) radar picket on starboard bow of disposit
made an attack on submarine contact. O'NEILL (DE188) detached from

screen to assist. 03391 Results of attack on submarine contact
and following search negative. BENNETT and O'NEILL rejoined
screene.

0800I Lat. 23-36 N; Long. 129-04 E
1200I Lat., 23-50 N; Long. 128-57 E
2000I Lat. 25-07 N; Long. 127-28 E

Clo e

ALAN R. McFARLAND.

Copy to: CINCPAC
CDS 24



